
Loose Parts for Manipulating Sensory Materials 

Item The Benefits (Click Image and/or Name for Link to Purchase) 

Planks (Click here for 4 ft) (Click here for 6 ft) are a fantastic and multi-functional loose 

part for obstacle courses, forts and making balance boards. These planks have a slight 

ridge to them, so they provide more grip and stability for children when using them. We 

use 6ft planks and 4ft rough pine planks.   

Milk Crates are perfect for building, obstacle courses, gathering, and transporting. 

Ratchet Strapping with ‘s’ hooks. 1 ¼” x 16 ft. Wonderful for making slacklines, monkey 

bars and swings. Plus, they are helpful when making forts. Video Detailing How to Use. 

Burlap is great for fort making and dramatic play. Provides children with the feeling of 

privacy and seclusion, while providing easy supervision for adults. 

Big “O” Tubes, along with wooden troughs, can be used to create ball runs. Ball runs can 

support STEM, problem solving and temporal awareness which helps children time and 

coordinate their physical movements. 

These tools provide children with opportunities to cross at the mid-line supporting important connections between the left and 

right side of the brain. 

Real Shovels for ‘real’ digging from TSC. Great for digging in the sand, dirt, mulch and mud 

Garden Trowel from Home Depot - Perfect tool for all seasons. Good for digging in the 

garden and sand. A nice tool for supporting hand grasp. 

Rakes from any local hardware store. Can be used in any season. Handle to be cut down to 

the children’s height.  

Push Brooms & Push Broom Handle: Using a broom to push mulch, leaves, or sand 

requires precise hand movements and grip strength, enhancing fine motor skills.  

Detachable handle that can be cut to suit children’s height. 

Adding these open-ended loose parts and real tools to your playground creates opportunities for 
sensory integration, heavy work and problem solving while connecting and having fun with friends! 

Loose Parts for Building and Creating 

https://www.homedepot.com/p/1-in-x-12-in-x-4-ft-Pine-Common-Board-458503/100322335
https://www.homedepot.com/p/1-in-x-12-in-x-6-ft-Common-Board-458511/100322336
https://www.homedepot.com/p/GSC-Technologies-6-5-Gal-Milk-Crate-Storage-Tote-in-Graphite-STMC13131115/306330052
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Husky-16-ft-1-25-in-Ratchet-Tie-Down-with-S-Hook-4-Pack-FH0836E/312994393
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnmunhc71xE
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Wellco-40-in-x-50-ft-Gardening-Burlap-Roll-Natural-Burlap-Fabric-for-Weed-Barrier-Tree-Wrap-Burlap-Rustic-Party-Decor-WEBLN2704050/324605903
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Advanced-Drainage-Systems-4-in-x-10-ft-Singlewall-Solid-Drain-Pipe-4540010/100212428#overlay
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/groundwork-mini-shovel-with-fiberglass-handle?cm_vc=-10005
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Worth-Garden-Garden-Hand-Aluminum-Trowel-2852/205582375?MERCH=REC-_-pip_alternatives-_-202681576-_-205582375-_-N
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Husky-53-in-Long-Wood-Handle-22-in-Steel-Leaf-Rake-77844-950/316792119
https://www.homedepot.com/p/ProLine-18-in-Floor-Brush-Head-with-3-1-4-in-Natural-Palmyra-Fiber-BWK20118/203179802
https://www.homedepot.com/p/ProLine-18-in-Floor-Brush-Head-with-3-1-4-in-Natural-Palmyra-Fiber-BWK20118/203179802
https://www.homedepot.com/p/GSC-Technologies-6-5-Gal-Milk-Crate-Storage-Tote-in-Graphite-STMC13131115/306330052
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Husky-16-ft-1-25-in-Ratchet-Tie-Down-with-S-Hook-4-Pack-FH0836E/312994393
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Advanced-Drainage-Systems-4-in-x-10-ft-Singlewall-Solid-Drain-Pipe-4540010/100212428#overlay
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Wellco-40-in-x-50-ft-Gardening-Burlap-Roll-Natural-Burlap-Fabric-for-Weed-Barrier-Tree-Wrap-Burlap-Rustic-Party-Decor-WEBLN2704050/324605903
https://www.homedepot.com/p/1-in-x-12-in-x-6-ft-Common-Board-458511/100322336
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/groundwork-mini-shovel-with-fiberglass-handle?cm_vc=-10005
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Worth-Garden-Garden-Hand-Aluminum-Trowel-2852/205582375?MERCH=REC-_-pip_alternatives-_-202681576-_-205582375-_-N
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Husky-53-in-Long-Wood-Handle-22-in-Steel-Leaf-Rake-77844-950/316792119
https://www.homedepot.com/p/ProLine-18-in-Floor-Brush-Head-with-3-1-4-in-Natural-Palmyra-Fiber-BWK20118/203179802
https://www.homedepot.com/p/1-in-x-12-in-x-4-ft-Pine-Common-Board-458503/100322335


Tools for Your Mud Kitchen 

 

These items will provide heavy work opportunities to support hand grasp, core strength, and balance. Heavy work will also 
connect the brain and body to become more organized, coordinated and regulated. (A. Hanscom, 2016) 

Stainless Steel Bucket from Tractor Supply. This farm grade bucket will not bend under 

pressure or rust.  

Good sturdy Rubber Bucket that will last a lifetime. This farm grade bucket will survive the 

thaw and freeze of winter temperatures.  

Child-Size Wheelbarrow. A fun way to transport materials. 

Serving Spoons are excellent for manipulating sensory materials such as sand, mud, water, and 

more. Slotted serving spoons provide another element to their play.  

Tablespoons are another item to be used for sensory manipulation. Allows for a smaller 

scoop and great for practicing fine motor skills.  

Ladles are also another option for sensory play. They are great for sensory materials that 

are more liquid in nature.  

Rubber Mallets supports hand grasp and hand eye coordination while interacting with 

sensory materials including chalk bits, discarded pumpkins and ice chunks.  

Home Depot Buckets (2 Gallon): Can be used for sorting tools such as shovels, spoons, 

trowels, etc. Can teach children about organization and respect for the outdoor 

environment. 

Muffin Tins can be used to sort smaller sensory materials and inspires dramatic play in 

children. Stainless steel is used instead of Teflon to prevent rusting when wet.  

Loaf Pans can be an example of a container to scoop sensory materials into. Children will 

get creative and focused with sensory-rich activities! 

Stainless Steel Bowls are great used for mixing water, dirt and any other sensory material. 

Mortar & Pestles support hand grasp to grind and crush sensory material. This stainless steel 

one is a good option as it will not break or crack. 

  These mud kitchen supplies can be easily stacked and sorted for easy storage and set up. 

Loose Parts for Transporting Sensory Materials 

https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/amerihome-3-piece-medium-stainless-steel-bucket-se?cm_vc=-10005
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/fortex-calf-mate-calf-feeder-2-gal-capacity-black?cm_vc=-10005
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Decker-Liter-Realistic-Wheelbarrow/dp/B0C6KBNB75/ref=sr%5b…%5dqE&dib_tag=se&keywords=wheelbarrow+kids&qid=1733245018&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Serving-Kyraton-Include-Stainless-Utensils/dp/B08HGPVVXZ/ref=sr_1_25?crid=2ULXECS1PLBIP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.2dIJo7-Kc_KSEzVIQL1MO03UuCqQ8iQMJhD4EhRp8OrmeWBKKl7Ms2swK5k2l3cXiPQdIkHFv1rETvVXKlAjgV6Va-U5M3rmPxoYZTfEuAI-HeBABwYG7At1rKjItXJVzOA7sXYKlg0TkLrL7LEW_qG_CKDuku25P2LUG71_Vop2qmPgVN4HwsRA1csywUK4011j9_0_iQ3nycQXgL6dkyMhqdHooQqugKDd2aZSKXySgBSoUp46zSYuf4rXpa_nZyao6DiMyeNgmeEajzNmOVbID3ycZcgWHJN_wbP2FG4.DSpwgN-4L-3s4Utbl4WLypyIhf02Y5ley0RtxJAMsO0&dib_tag=se&keywords=serving%2Bspoons&qid=1731437809&sprefix=serving%2Bspoons%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-25&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Tablespoons-Tablespoon-Silverware-Dishwasher-Restaurant/dp/B0886HQRD3/ref=sr_1_5?crid=6W59A70SY10&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.MDNG9usP6BxYJ5ZeKLPlcWYC9kQlUfp8XlnNTKBR8zkLskKLsIVL9eDxGOtMFGAl1jwVGbpXh9SfMRIBWqYl9KyURvQYKhnagpaDxLUInwxkksgqZ5OQJo2EEAGkCqxc9mhan-q3eyJ174rgfUaD50Fju8YJPPOr3fI0B7CoQ4T-9dB_celJP_K_xTIBf5-GZUcbxMW8lvjkNJSd2Eh0KsgFXwnkaw8dPmblTGrII3Bf2p--EcTiSobFv-m_IlLR4iLA3mAmhHvF_WAMSpQsCcAnebGqS5Sm6HScCNlC0IY.GnwppCulXupeWtYeR-NFmr0OQIRrrkWXWTCWI1oZVcY&dib_tag=se&keywords=spoons&qid=1731437699&sprefix=spoons%2Caps%2C105&sr=8-5&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Qsbon-3-Piece-Stainless-Steel-Ladle/dp/B085ZTKR45/ref=sr_1_13_sspa?crid=1KQE5L2TUOV3E&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uLFroO5NuoBtdD3ecOCnKu6_u8l1cPOqv_lRuXOLq9pCRzezeDpX-d3wkbEHEzdQgslHvUtLWjqp3tkH_S6flmjpfLyuqSCB9WfBRdEvbssHaKyzNOlgL01y-kWVG5akDnRkccowXzQSk8ubOTG88qLNsFIilNMvsiJVL3kYU81mfc_0FvogbODSi3VVnDZEFOH9MLIxiXoDanSTVw5fJ2O1e4xf5YwVRZp_HW2YlDt0zUTEHKZmKhsiFNtFy5YBlGs7ZVA4QTFzm04ltGk1pB-GekC4mFTZ056_RYyVxCM.c5xYuaGKRQyWyEWIzcwS_847K8BmX_JSHp43EsQf9tM&dib_tag=se&keywords=ladles&qid=1731437903&sprefix=ladles%2Caps%2C120&sr=8-13-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9tdGY&psc=1
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Stanley-16-oz-Rubber-Mallet-STHT56144/311335459
https://www.homedepot.com/p/The-Home-Depot-2-gal-Orange-paint-Bucket-PN0192/321367180
https://www.homedepot.com/p/The-Home-Depot-2-gal-Orange-paint-Bucket-PN0192/321367180
https://www.amazon.com/TeamFar-Cupcake-Stainless-Cornbread-Dishwasher/dp/B088WL3PWM/ref=sr_1_13?crid=1LCQ7GLTWT7W3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.K4mKl0k3Dj9mJV5dxSQD9YTC_CSBztDsQje9LXMfPXk-x8i9vsVQ6k5W0zv7Hi_GIk3kwgj45Ky--W_A3uMTYWyLKxKZnfTvXPZFfpvFO7AOxBN28h6tRPiILjIPULvhWC8zvqv0WEZ4Llxu4zp8aTeG6r1ac5gfNTrtMfKtAz7HZV8bAdA4vLgPmT1qmaOkG9p0qopANk0BoQyJzqx1lQgFxGYJFZT652YWBSbhMFY74hnAta3--awhRxHTvbZzzNNhAsY3xbEmXEEerIM7YOHFwoQLiYYwZBqFZ0PpDRY.UopcdUUJHbJr02c73AkzPqr8mY1toItBDNdOAbVjhM0&dib_tag=se&keywords=muffin%2Btins%2Bstainless%2Bsteel&qid=1731438229&sprefix=muffin%2Btins%2Bstainless%2Bsteel%2Caps%2C115&sr=8-13&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/AKOLAFE-Stainless-Inch-Homemade-Meatloaf/dp/B0CNRD22DJ/ref=sr_1_18_sspa?crid=25RDU39GLAITD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.lEkXXZO785rkCbhy7EHJIK-GtI0bw_Aippy5hKQbqFah7Kz1IwoDKjLC5toi1JW5Qf_PAuOcoBpQ7gy-UwZUqCg2yKMB5eiL1G6keYNtN7HgbMldwYWbtehoMCb8LZL3agMtXGzBcpfERmC1TgLBQuV-vOz8Z6pFWcNQNx5oD9KpZo6D_XIlMIRa_iF-a6_8OQuMgOVe4UTmlHvxH-gSz75CmR9PBc-jk-rMfgi-ng8BCj8uVTdSd2gaEkhAqql_PIbV_lYRjkOLtzmLQggGXqVDmrQcEOlSz18iVyy5aVw.JJvyvmf10cXgFoSlNP5ubSjPpt9LlFBLDkypy7yL2-c&dib_tag=se&keywords=loaf+pans+stainless+steel&qid=1731439251&sprefix=loaf+pans+stainless+steel%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-18-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9tdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Stainless-Double-walled-Insulated-Multipurpose-Snacks/dp/B08JD8NVPV/ref=sr_1_32?crid=8TQE65184FCL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dQ4597OyWhOMz0LcdwTRDOt3bKFZ1Lku3XNwcavv4k1o_PJJmTLGXEo_ToixU03eHHjCrc1OSfDRbD4QGxFvUIEi2Q4932u_ZoQQOcZlm_rJ92yzU_oUOmoaNh-vHJEnK9xr4-8i7JiD97eF-im7J0uqO2el-3hYE4rLJHF0dFdhbZnVLEQoUAkjJpGt_Oy8GNvirxna_jbJGVvC-1xTOQM0FPGB1FIwDFFSm3Ri7XcOCdmaruFLsIolx-_hhppiIexfTBQp6nzd_l37cVatIj3KS4Htc1QAheG-kfYIGZU.6tQiSEFYe8MGYWY1VnQb3-s2iDyOBXX01DW7NbDZPUA&dib_tag=se&keywords=bowls%2Bstainless%2Bsteel&qid=1731439428&sprefix=bowls%2Bstainless%2Bsteel%2Caps%2C131&sr=8-32&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Tera-Stainless-Mortar-Crusher-Grinder/dp/B07H7DRSM6/ref%3Dsr_1_3?crid=CPVTIXL38DYR&keywords=terra%2Bstainless%2Bsteel%2Bmortar%2Band%2Bpestle&qid=1679933982&sprefix=terra%2Bstainless%2Bsteel%2Bmortar%2Band%2Bpestle%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Tablespoons-Tablespoon-Silverware-Dishwasher-Restaurant/dp/B0886HQRD3/ref=sr_1_5?crid=6W59A70SY10&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.MDNG9usP6BxYJ5ZeKLPlcWYC9kQlUfp8XlnNTKBR8zkLskKLsIVL9eDxGOtMFGAl1jwVGbpXh9SfMRIBWqYl9KyURvQYKhnagpaDxLUInwxkksgqZ5OQJo2EEAGkCqxc9mhan-q3eyJ174rgfUaD50Fju8YJPPOr3fI0B7CoQ4T-9dB_celJP_K_xTIBf5-GZUcbxMW8lvjkNJSd2Eh0KsgFXwnkaw8dPmblTGrII3Bf2p--EcTiSobFv-m_IlLR4iLA3mAmhHvF_WAMSpQsCcAnebGqS5Sm6HScCNlC0IY.GnwppCulXupeWtYeR-NFmr0OQIRrrkWXWTCWI1oZVcY&dib_tag=se&keywords=spoons&qid=1731437699&sprefix=spoons%2Caps%2C105&sr=8-5&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Serving-Kyraton-Include-Stainless-Utensils/dp/B08HGPVVXZ/ref=sr_1_25?crid=2ULXECS1PLBIP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.2dIJo7-Kc_KSEzVIQL1MO03UuCqQ8iQMJhD4EhRp8OrmeWBKKl7Ms2swK5k2l3cXiPQdIkHFv1rETvVXKlAjgV6Va-U5M3rmPxoYZTfEuAI-HeBABwYG7At1rKjItXJVzOA7sXYKlg0TkLrL7LEW_qG_CKDuku25P2LUG71_Vop2qmPgVN4HwsRA1csywUK4011j9_0_iQ3nycQXgL6dkyMhqdHooQqugKDd2aZSKXySgBSoUp46zSYuf4rXpa_nZyao6DiMyeNgmeEajzNmOVbID3ycZcgWHJN_wbP2FG4.DSpwgN-4L-3s4Utbl4WLypyIhf02Y5ley0RtxJAMsO0&dib_tag=se&keywords=serving%2Bspoons&qid=1731437809&sprefix=serving%2Bspoons%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-25&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Qsbon-3-Piece-Stainless-Steel-Ladle/dp/B085ZTKR45/ref=sr_1_13_sspa?crid=1KQE5L2TUOV3E&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uLFroO5NuoBtdD3ecOCnKu6_u8l1cPOqv_lRuXOLq9pCRzezeDpX-d3wkbEHEzdQgslHvUtLWjqp3tkH_S6flmjpfLyuqSCB9WfBRdEvbssHaKyzNOlgL01y-kWVG5akDnRkccowXzQSk8ubOTG88qLNsFIilNMvsiJVL3kYU81mfc_0FvogbODSi3VVnDZEFOH9MLIxiXoDanSTVw5fJ2O1e4xf5YwVRZp_HW2YlDt0zUTEHKZmKhsiFNtFy5YBlGs7ZVA4QTFzm04ltGk1pB-GekC4mFTZ056_RYyVxCM.c5xYuaGKRQyWyEWIzcwS_847K8BmX_JSHp43EsQf9tM&dib_tag=se&keywords=ladles&qid=1731437903&sprefix=ladles%2Caps%2C120&sr=8-13-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9tdGY&psc=1
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Stanley-16-oz-Rubber-Mallet-STHT56144/311335459
https://www.homedepot.com/p/The-Home-Depot-2-gal-Orange-paint-Bucket-PN0192/321367180
https://www.amazon.com/AKOLAFE-Stainless-Inch-Homemade-Meatloaf/dp/B0CNRD22DJ/ref=sr_1_18_sspa?crid=25RDU39GLAITD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.lEkXXZO785rkCbhy7EHJIK-GtI0bw_Aippy5hKQbqFah7Kz1IwoDKjLC5toi1JW5Qf_PAuOcoBpQ7gy-UwZUqCg2yKMB5eiL1G6keYNtN7HgbMldwYWbtehoMCb8LZL3agMtXGzBcpfERmC1TgLBQuV-vOz8Z6pFWcNQNx5oD9KpZo6D_XIlMIRa_iF-a6_8OQuMgOVe4UTmlHvxH-gSz75CmR9PBc-jk-rMfgi-ng8BCj8uVTdSd2gaEkhAqql_PIbV_lYRjkOLtzmLQggGXqVDmrQcEOlSz18iVyy5aVw.JJvyvmf10cXgFoSlNP5ubSjPpt9LlFBLDkypy7yL2-c&dib_tag=se&keywords=loaf+pans+stainless+steel&qid=1731439251&sprefix=loaf+pans+stainless+steel%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-18-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9tdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Stainless-Double-walled-Insulated-Multipurpose-Snacks/dp/B08JD8NVPV/ref=sr_1_32?crid=8TQE65184FCL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dQ4597OyWhOMz0LcdwTRDOt3bKFZ1Lku3XNwcavv4k1o_PJJmTLGXEo_ToixU03eHHjCrc1OSfDRbD4QGxFvUIEi2Q4932u_ZoQQOcZlm_rJ92yzU_oUOmoaNh-vHJEnK9xr4-8i7JiD97eF-im7J0uqO2el-3hYE4rLJHF0dFdhbZnVLEQoUAkjJpGt_Oy8GNvirxna_jbJGVvC-1xTOQM0FPGB1FIwDFFSm3Ri7XcOCdmaruFLsIolx-_hhppiIexfTBQp6nzd_l37cVatIj3KS4Htc1QAheG-kfYIGZU.6tQiSEFYe8MGYWY1VnQb3-s2iDyOBXX01DW7NbDZPUA&dib_tag=se&keywords=bowls%2Bstainless%2Bsteel&qid=1731439428&sprefix=bowls%2Bstainless%2Bsteel%2Caps%2C131&sr=8-32&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/TeamFar-Cupcake-Stainless-Cornbread-Dishwasher/dp/B088WL3PWM/ref=sr_1_13?crid=1LCQ7GLTWT7W3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.K4mKl0k3Dj9mJV5dxSQD9YTC_CSBztDsQje9LXMfPXk-x8i9vsVQ6k5W0zv7Hi_GIk3kwgj45Ky--W_A3uMTYWyLKxKZnfTvXPZFfpvFO7AOxBN28h6tRPiILjIPULvhWC8zvqv0WEZ4Llxu4zp8aTeG6r1ac5gfNTrtMfKtAz7HZV8bAdA4vLgPmT1qmaOkG9p0qopANk0BoQyJzqx1lQgFxGYJFZT652YWBSbhMFY74hnAta3--awhRxHTvbZzzNNhAsY3xbEmXEEerIM7YOHFwoQLiYYwZBqFZ0PpDRY.UopcdUUJHbJr02c73AkzPqr8mY1toItBDNdOAbVjhM0&dib_tag=se&keywords=muffin%2Btins%2Bstainless%2Bsteel&qid=1731438229&sprefix=muffin%2Btins%2Bstainless%2Bsteel%2Caps%2C115&sr=8-13&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Tera-Stainless-Mortar-Crusher-Grinder/dp/B07H7DRSM6/ref%3Dsr_1_3?crid=CPVTIXL38DYR&keywords=terra%2Bstainless%2Bsteel%2Bmortar%2Band%2Bpestle&qid=1679933982&sprefix=terra%2Bstainless%2Bsteel%2Bmortar%2Band%2Bpestle%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-3
https://www.bienenstockplaygrounds.com/education-and-workshops/
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/amerihome-3-piece-medium-stainless-steel-bucket-se?cm_vc=-10005
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/fortex-calf-mate-calf-feeder-2-gal-capacity-black?cm_vc=-10005
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Decker-Liter-Realistic-Wheelbarrow/dp/B0C6KBNB75/ref=sr%5b…%5dqE&dib_tag=se&keywords=wheelbarrow+kids&qid=1733245018&sr=8-7
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/amerihome-3-piece-stainless-steel-bucket-set
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/amerihome-3-piece-stainless-steel-bucket-set

